FAQs 

1. What is the allegation made by Manushi Shah in the FIR?

She has alleged that Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai has cheated her by not taking her to the US as “promised” for a tour where she wished to immigrate illegally. She also charges that Dr. Mallika Sarabhai has cheated her in allegedly not returning the money though she admits that Darpana  has returned the money in accordance with the agreement i.e Rs.310,000 and has retained the tuition fee of Rs.20,000 which was non-refundable.

2. What tour does this refer to?

This tour was under the aegis of CIOFF, a UNESCO based non profit organization for        encouraging folk festivals as a means of bringing the peoples of the world together for peace and harmony. The tour was to Brazil and the US

3. What is CIOFF?

Centre International pour les Organization des Festival de Folklore 

4. What is Darpana’s connection with CIOFF?

In 1982 Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai founded CIOFF India, which she operates under Darpana, and of which she is President.

5. Where was this tour planned for?

Brazil and the US

6. Why is there a charge for students who go on the dance tour?

CIOFF organizes non-professional (i.e non-fee paying) festivals primarily for amateur dancers and musicians. Its charter demands that groups raise their own funds for preparation, visas, international travel to the country of the festival. While Darpana’s folk section, JANAVAK, co-ordinates, manages, provides costumes, instruments etc, the students need to raise the money for the entire group to travel. Darpana is a not-for-profit organization and can not pay for a trip which does not earn fees. However Darpana does provide musicians and dancers as per the requirement of each tour AT NO COST to the students.

7. How was the amount of Rs. 330,000 for tour to the US and Brazil arrived at?

Rs.20,000 was a nonrefundable tution fee for four months of intensive training of between 4 and 6 hours a day. The Rs 310,000 was calculated on the basis of 13 students paying for air fares {Rs.267,000 (for 2 air tickets – self + sponsoring 1 professional artist of Darpana)}, visa charges, travel agent costs and commissions, insurance and administration for the entire trip for the entire group as per the understanding.
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8. Why was the tour cancelled?

Brazil visas were obtained. The group was called for US visa interviews, were interviewed, were asked to perform a dance number and then were told that the decision to grant visas would be taken after the officer had spoken to Dr. Sarabhai. The behaviour of some students upon hearing what they understood as a rejection of the US visas was suspicious and out-of-proportion to that of a part of a dance tour being cancelled.  Darpana and Dr.Sarabhai suspected that some of the students might be planning to disappear during the tour as had happened earlier in 2001 (see below). Wishing to avoid any such problem they then took the decision to continue only with the Brazilian tour, but the students were not willing to do this. They cancelled the tour. 

9. Why did Dr. Sarabhai not report to the Police and the US Consulate in India about the disappearance of the three dancers from the group in 2001?

In 54 years of international touring, for the first time, on tour in the US in 2001, three women students disappeared. Complaints were filed immediately by the US organizer, Mr.Jonathan Hollander with the Immigration Department, and were followed up with all pertinent information for 6 months. The US consulate was obviously aware of this and seemed to want to question Dr.Sarabhai about why she had not brought this to their notice. In discussions with the US Consul, Dr.Sarabhai underlined that as the group was traveling on P3 visas obtained and processed through the Immigration Department in the US, she had assumed that the official complaint filed was what was required, and that the Immigration Department would inform the Consulate.  That the local police should be informed didn’t occur to anyone at Darpana. 

10. How often has Darpana traveled abroad?

The Darpana Dance Company has traveled extensively since its inception in 1949 to nearly 90 countries giving over 25,000 performances of Classical, Folk and Contemporary dance.  

11. How often has Darpana performed for CIOFF festivals?

Since 1982 JANAVAK, Darpana’s folk dance group has taken student groups to over a hundred CIOFF festivals in Europe, the Middle East and Asia. 

12. How many people left any tour and illegally stayed back?

3 women in 2001 on a Folk and Classical dance tour.
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13. Who is Manushi Shah? Who is Saxena?

Manushi was a student who came for the 2003 tour. Her aunt was a student earlier who had been and returned from a CIOFF tour with us. It was she who introduced Manushi to Darpana. Saxena allegedly works for a cement company with huge sales to the Narmada Dam and also runs an NGO called National Union for Civil Liberties engaged in activities to throttle dissent to the dam.

14. Has only one member of the group filed a case against you?

Yes 

15. Why was the FIR filed so late?

Darpana doesn’t know. Earlier, the police under instruction from ministers in the Gujarat government and the Police Commissioner PC Thakur had made inquiries from 21.07.03 to 04.09.03.  All questions were answered satisfactorily.  The present FIR was filed by Manushi Shah on 18.10.2003.  The delay itself indicates that there is no merit in the case.  The timing seems to be matched to the hearing of Dr. Mallika ’s Public Interest Litigation in the Supreme Court against the government, about last year’s carnage in Gujarat.

16. Do you think the timing of the case got anything to do with the Daler Mehndi case?

Yes, it was an opportune way of attempting to show a connection between the two cases.

17. What is Dr. Sarabhai’s PIL against the Government of Gujarat?

It basically demands that the CBI investigate the crimes, arising out of the riots for the National Human Rights Commission to be involved and for all victims to get the correct and equal amounts of compensation whatever their religion.

18. Does the timing of this case anything to do with Dr. Sarabhai’s PIL in the Supreme Court?

Yes

19. After the tour was cancelled was the money and passport returned?

The returnable sum of Rs 310,000 per person was returned as soon as all monies were obtained from the travel agent. The passports were returned as soon as the Brazilian visas were cancelled “without prejudice”.

20. What were the costs of the cancelled tour?

Total ticket cancellation (international and domestic)    Rs 222,000

Visa charges                                                             Rs 213,000

Travel surcharge                                                       Rs    13000

Insurance                                                                 Rs    90000

TOTAL                                                                       Rs. 538,000
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As a result of the cancellation of the tour, Darpana has spent Rs.280,000 out of its pocket.

21. Who else investigated this case, what caused inquiry?

Mr.Saxena apparently wrote to the Home Minister of Gujarat demanding inquiries. A police inquiry was instituted under Additional Commissioner P C Thakur and another one by the Charity Commissioner. Apparently they were directed by the Home Minister of Gujarat, Mr. Ashok Bhatt. 

22. What kind of investigation has been carried out by the US Consulate? 


Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai met Mr.John Larrea three times and provided him with all the documentation that was required and possible to be given. This includes Xeroxes of the passports of all except three women from the 2001 tour with the page stamped upon their return to India. Mr.Larrea wished to see the original passports of the entire group. Some of the students and their families have since emigrated and Darpana is not in touch with them. This was explained to Mr.Larrea.

23. Were you apprehensive of arrest when the FIR was lodged?

Yes

24. What are the conditions of the bail?

a. Personal bond Rs 100,000 surety

b. That Dr. Mallika Sarabhai will surrender her passport

c. That she will get regular bail within 30 days

d. That she will not travel outside the State
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