Fact Sheet

Mallika Sarabhai Case

Background on Darpana

Darpana Academy has been in existence since 1949, founded by Vikram and Mrinalini Sarabhai as a dance institution. In its 54 years, it has grown into a multi-arts centre, theatre, arts development organization and workshop of the arts for national and international artistes to come together. Since 1977, under the directorship of Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai, its thrust has largely veered towards the use of the arts as development communication to talk of social issues. Meanwhile the dance group has been thriving and touring nationally and internationally, taking classical, folk and contemporary dance across the world. The Company has been touring regularly since 1949 and danced in over 90 countries with

· Over 25,000 performances

· Nearly 24,000 graduates in dance, drama, music and puppetry

· Over 1000 workshops with students and teachers, both in India and abroad

Darpana Academy is an activity of the Karmaksheta Educational Foundation, a Bombay Public Trust registered under the Bombay Public Trust Act 1950 having registration No.E285/E(Ahmedabad), based in Ahmedabad.  The management is handled through a board of trustees and accounts are regularly audited and submitted to the Charitable Commissioner of Gujarat State.

Background on CIOFF (Centre International of Organizations of Folklore Festivals)

CIOFF is operated under ageis of UNESCO. CIOFF organizes folk festivals worldwide through local country members, bringing folk cultures to the doorstep of people. The festivals are attended by hundreds of thousands of people who pay small amounts or see them for free.  Under CIOFF rules, the selected amateur groups make themselves available to perform without a fee and pay their own international travel and preparatory expenses.  The host country looks after the travel and hospitality once the group arrives in the country.

Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai of Darpana Academy of Performing Arts, Ahmedabad is Founder President of CIOFF (Centre International des Organisations des Festivals Folkloriques), in India since 1982.  Janavak is Darpana’s folk dance group.  It runs a school for the training,  teaching  and  documenting  of  traditional, folk  and  tribal  dance forms.  Since 
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1982 Janavak has taken student groups to participate in over a 100 CIOFF festivals in Europe, the Middle East and Asia and CIOFF India has organized three international folk festivals, Mahotsav, in Gujarat, where nearly a million people have seen 7 day festivals with many hundreds of international dancers, for free.

Background on the Case:

In 2002, Janavak received two invitations to participate in international folk festivals from Brazil (International Festival of Folklore of Caruaru) and from the US (Festivals of Nations, Branson, Missouri). As in the past Janavak invited interested folk students through their own network of past students, to audition for selection for the tour.  Out of the 35 dancers who came for the audition, 15 were selected for the intensive training (for a tuition fee of Rs.20,000/- each) and were rigorously trained for about four hours a day in many different folk styles with Darpana’s professional group for 4 months.  Four months later 13 were selected for the tour.  (The two not selected were returned the money except for a token fees of Rs.3,000/- towards training). 

CIOFF tours are entirely self financed, so, as in all previous CIOFF tours over twenty years, the 13 students were made to understand that they would have to share expenses for the entire group. In exchange they not only got the opportunity of dancing abroad, but of sharing experiences with students from 30 or 40 countries,
Tour Accounts

For the group of 26 dancers and musicians for the American and Brazilian tour under the question, the details of budget and expenses incurred are given in separate Annexure ‘A’.

Summary of the Accusation dated 18th October, 2003

Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai has been falsely accused by Manushi Shah, a part time student and a member of the proposed and now cancelled tour to Brazil and the US in the FIR (First Information Report) filed with the Naranpura police station stating that “Dr. Mallika Sarabhai along with others, collected Rs. 330,000 from the Complainant on the  pretext  of sending to America  and committed offence of cheating and breach of 
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trust by not sending her and others and retaining a portion of the money which are offenses under IPC sections 120-B, 114-34, 420 and 469.  Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai organizes tours illegally to America and other countries by collecting lakhs of Rupees by acting as the Tour-Organizer.”

Summary of the Court Order dated 29th Octoebr, 2003

1. …”the Investigating officer has started obtaining the statements of some of the troupe members and his candid admission that none of the members have corroborated or supported the version supplied by the complainant”

2. …”what the Court is required to consider is the fact that even at this stage there is no independent corroboration to the version supplied by the complainant. Not even a whisper of a supporting statement has emerged herein…”

The role of the Gujarati language media

For the past several years, two of the largest circulating dailies Gujarat Samachar and Sandesh have been carrying on a defamation and vilification campaign against Dr. Mallika Sarabhai.  Many of the smaller papers seem to follow their lead.  As most Gujaratis read only Gujarati dailies and these newspapers refuse to publish the other side of the story, or to seek clarification from Dr. Mallika Sarabhai, the larger public is brainwashed into believing the lies. Here are some headlines:

Gujarat Samachar

21st October, Tuesday, 2003

Mallika has ruined Dr. Vikram Sarabhai's Reputation 

Darpana Academy has now become a mere travel company

The cultural institutions and the society experienced shock

Gujarat Samachar - Sunday

19th October, 2003

By giving temptation for taking to the US a complaint of cheating is filed by 13 people against Mallika Sarabhai

Chances of details turns up like Daler Mehndi case
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Sandesh 

Saturday November 1, 2003

“Demand for Dr. Mallika ’s Darpan Academy to be put on US Black list”

Sandesh 

Saturday, November 1, 2003

“A female member of the dance troupe has informed the American Consulate via her letter of May 5th, 2003 that the officers of the consulate have been given (by Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai) Rs. 300,000 each for obtaining American visas. Dr. Mallika  is not really interested in dance, but simply interested in collecting illegal money”.

Sandesh

Monday 3, 2003

“Dr. Mallika ’s new ploy to subvert the judicial system (Main head line)

So called intellectuals from Delhi called in to malign the state further” 

Jansatta

Sunday, 19.10.2003

“Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai pockets Rs.40 lacs by alluring promise of illegal immigration”

Divya Bhaskar

Sunday 19.10.2003

“Same modus operandi as Daler Mehndi”

Jai Hind

19.10.2003

“Dr. Mallika ’s cheating worth lacs: Sensation” 

Naya Patkar

20.10.2003

“Dr. Mallika  Sarabhai in illegal immigration racket like Daler Mehndi”
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