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Is India Really Shining? Some facts

Children Every year, 700,000 to 800,000 children

: _ , _ the recovery of manufacturing. But the average annual
die of preventable diseases like diarrhoea.

growth of manufacturing has been substantially lower
40% of the world’s malnourished children are in India.in the five years of BJP rule than in the previous three-

i 0 i 0
India has the largest number of child workers as well €& period, 5.2% against 9.4%. G_rowth fel sharp!y
in almost all the main manufacturing sectors in this

as the largest number of street children in the world.”" *.
period.

With 270,000 blind children, India is home to the i
largest number of blind children in the world. The GDP growth rate figures for the 3rd quarter of
2003-2004, estimated at 10.4%, are largely influenced
Women Violent crimes against women have py the 16.9% growth in agricultural GDP. This has
increased from 130,000 incidents in 1998 to aroungittie to do with government policy and reflects a series
159,000 recorded in 2000, according to the Nationahf humper crops (the best monsoon in a decade) and
Crimes Record Bureau. some degree of deliberate under-estimation of the
On the 31 of January 2004, the Special Court on Satiprevious year's agricultural growth. On the minus side,
Prevention cum Sessions Court in Jaipur acquitted afirude oil imports in the current fiscal will be in the
the eleven accused in four of the 22 cases involvingegion of $ 20 billion compared to $ 6.4 billion in
glorification of Sati that were filed 16 years ago in 1998-99, over three times more!

1987. The accused include senior BJP leaders. Thene pylk of our foreign exchange reserves consists of
BJP-government in Rajasthan has not appealed agai%‘reign currency assets made afpshort-term debt
the judgement. (NRI deposits) and volatile capital flows (FlI
The sex ratio at 933 females per 1000 males is muckivestments).

lower than the world average of 990 women per 100Gk ecent survey of India ifthe Economistefers to
men. Among the six most populous countries in thene appalling state’ of the country’s finances (21-2-
world, India’s sex ratio is the lowest. 2004). A mounting fiscal deficit hampers growth by
Maternal mortality in India is the second highest inlimiting government spending on infrastructure,
the world, estimated to be in the range of 385 to 46@ducation and health.

per 100,000 live births. Close to 125,000 women dierpg rich contribute much less by way of taxation in
from pregnancy and pregnancy-related causes €aG{ia than in other countries. The ratio of tax to GDP

year Severe anaemia accounts for 20% of all maternzl-g lower today than it was at the beginning of the 90s.
deaths in India. India’s 8 to 9% tax share ratio (tax to GDP ratio) should
Women currently comprise less than 10 % of Lokbe compared with 30% in the OECD and almost 40%
Sabha members. in the European Union.

The average Indian woman has only 1.2 years oThe total outstanding liabilities of the Central
schooling. Government have doubled (grown 99.6%) over the

Health Tuberculosis kills 500,000 Indians each year.P€r0d of BJP rule.

India has the world’s second largest number of peopl@0% Of the public sector banks’ assets are held in
living with HIV/AIDS. government debt (compa_red to 0% in the OECD

_ countries.) The cumulative debt of the Central
Annually, more than one-third of all deaths take placesgyernment is now 90% of GDP! The government
in children under the age of five. spends about half its total tax revenues on interest
At least 47% of children under five are severely andpayments alone.

chronically malnourished. Over 7 lakh jobs have been destroyed in the organised

India’s per capita health expenditure is one of thesector in the first three years of the NDA government.

lowest in the world. Moreover, India ranks 189 out ofIn 2002 alone, according to police records, as many
192 countries in terms of how much the government, 5 5g farmers killed themselves in various districts

spends on health as a share of total expenditure % Andhra Pradesh because of mounting debt
health! '

The cost of one missile production facility = the cost
of providing water to 37,000 villages.

The NDA Government has spdess(in real per capita
terms) on productive investment for infrastructure and
economic growth than any government in independent
The Economy In ‘India Shining’ much is made of India.



In January 2002, when some 50 million people werdecology With 90,000 tonnes of pesticides, India ranks
in the grip of starvation, the buffer food stocks lyingas Asia’s largest producer of these hazardous
with the Food Corporation of India amounted to 62chemicals, many of which are banned in other
million tonnes of foodgrains, an all-time record. countries.

Hardly 10 million tonnes of foodgrains was sold from Papers related to the extradition of Warren Anderson
the Public Distribution System in 2001 compared toare still lying with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
nearly 21 million tonnes in 1991. In a severe droughDelhi. Anderson was CEO of Union Carbide at the
year, when malnutrition was widespread, the NDAtime when Carbide’s Bhopal factory gassed and
governmengexporteda record 12.4 million tonnes of maimed thousands of local residents in 1984.

foodgrains out of food stocks. Freedom and Repession Over 2000 people were

Employmentin rural areas has collapsed. Data on rurdilled and about 140,000 fled their homes in Gujarat
employment for 1999-2000 indicates an absoluten 2002.Yet not a single prosecution has resulted from
decline in the number employed in agriculture by 5the terrible crimes that caused that situation.

million compared to 1993.

Idealistic young engineer Satyadev Dubey paid with
The Hong Kong-based Political and Economic Riskhis life for his honesty and exposure of the corruption
Consultancy Ltd has rated India the second mosin the Prime Minister’s Golden Quadrilateral.

corrupt country in Asia, with a corruption index grade

There has been an increase in the number of custodial
of 8.9 on a scale of 10.

deaths, in the arrests of tribals, minors and women
Education At least 34 per cent of India’s population under the infamous POTA and in harassment of the
is illiterate. media.

The government’s much-touted Sarva ShiksheDur self-appointed custodians of 'Indian culture' have
Abhiyan declared it would ensure that all childrenrepeatedly attacked musicians, film-makers, artists,
between 6-11 years of age are enrolled in school btheatre personalities, academics and historians,
2003. According to Unesco, India will not be able tobelieving that the sword is mightier than the pen.

meet these targets even by 2015. 000

Let your conscience vote!

Two years after the worst genocide in India’s history, we are told that India is shining. That orgy of violence
staggered the imagination for the kind of brutality it displayed. If the violence started with Godhra, the fact remains
that even today, two years down the line, we still do not know who was responsible for the tragedy there. And
why is that? As relatives of the Godhra victims have complained, the collapse of the judicial process in Gujarat
makes itimpossible for them to obtain justice unless the cases are transferred out of the state. The site of that awful
tragedy became an exhibition ground for the feeding of emotions that could be converted into votes.

This time the whole country is going to the polls but the BJP has changed lanes and decided to pump up a
different kind of emotionalism, namely, one of boundless national pride in the achievements of India under the
leadership of the NDA. The government wants us to believe that we are now on the way to becoming no
different from the other advanced countries of the world. These claims are mainly based on the way the economy
is supposed to have performed over the last year.

The thread that links this ‘feel good’ campaign to the earlier ‘feel hate’ one is the BJP’s extreme denial of
reality. In the case of Gujarat it is denied that widespread rape and killing occurred and that there are hundreds
of criminals at large. In ‘India shining’ it is denied that the condition of the vast majority of the population is
closer to darkness than to light in every significant field. Any government that believes a society can shine when
it is shackled in these multiple ways is simply peddling illusions.

The time has come to reinstate a sense of reality against the feel-good claims.

Take a look at the massifailures of governancthat make India the one big country in the world with the
lowest public spending on health; that allow 47% of our under-fives to be severely and chronically malnour-
ished; that allow 55% of women to remain illiterate, millions to be out of work and lack social security, and
thousands to be killed or mutilated without the least redress for the surviving members of their families. As an
alert, aware and thinking citizen of this country, cast your vote with care.

Issued in the public interest by VOTE WITH YOUR CONSCIENCE CAMPAIGN, Mumbai



