People for Peace and Secularism

RELAY FAST FOR PEACE AND COMMUNAL HARMONY

23-28 MARCH, 8 am to 8pm every day 

at 

JANTAR MANTAR

AN APPEAL TO ALL CITIZENS TO JOIN  

People of many faiths have lived together in peace and amity for centuries in our country. We have always celebrated our festivals together and with equal fervour. We have taken pride in our diversity – indeed, the world has always recognised it as our greatest strength. It is symbolic that the next week will mark significant events for three great religions – Muharram, Holi and Good Friday. This is a time for all of us to pledge that this week will mark the beginning of an era of peace and non-violence, when all of us will join together to challenge and resist the politics of hate and communalism that are so visible today.

We, as citizens of India, have always been proud of our Constitution and of our democratic heritage that assures equality, dignity and security to all citizens regardless of their religious or political affiliations. Today, these ideals lie in the dust. We hang our heads in shame as we recall the events of the last few weeks that have engulfed our country in violence. We have no words strong enough to condemn the heinous attack on the Sabarmati Express at Godhra and the systematic annihilation of Muslim communities in Gujarat, which has continued unchecked for the last three weeks. More than 2,000 people have died – more than 100,000 have lost their families, their homes, their means of livelihood and their hopes and dreams. 

It is a matter of national shame that the State Government has actively encouraged and supported those who have perpetrated the carnage. It is a matter of national shame that the acts of savagery carried out by gangs of armed hoodlums have been defended and justified by those whose duty is to control such elements and protect the lives and rights of citizens. It is a matter of national shame that the government is talking about integration with the global economy, while participating in the deliberate and complete destruction of the livelihoods of thousands of Muslims in Gujarat. Such a government has lost the right to govern.

The events in Gujarat are driven by the same forces as the militant mobilisation in Ayodhya of religious bigots who openly declare their intention of driving away all non-Hindus from this country. Those who claim to be acting in the name of Ram do not hesitate to shed blood in the pursuit of their agenda. These are not acts of faith – they are acts of terror.

It is time for us to take a stand against the ideology of hate and those who perpetrate it. We will no longer tolerate the politics of communalism. As citizens of India, we claim our rights to peace, safety and security – we demand that the government ensure these rights for all citizens.

We demand 

· Immediate dismissal of the Narendra Modi government and imposition of President’s Rule in Gujarat. 
· Action against organisations like the VHP and Bajrang Dal, that propagate and practise communalism and violence. 
· Relief and rehabilitation on equal terms for all those affected by the carnage in Gujarat. 
This may be our last chance - if we keep silent now, our democracy may not survive the wounds that have been inflicted on it in the last weeks! 

For more information about the relay fast and if you would like to participate, please contact 

People for Peace and Secularism 

Email: peopleforpeace@rediffmail.com 

